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NORTH WEST DISTRICT
ADDS 32 ERTS

SUCCESS OF THE
SHRC PROGRAM
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SHRC PROGRAM
We want to celebrate our recent
accomplishments with the Sheltering at
Home for Continued Recovery (SHRC)
program in partnership with Volunteer Florida
and the State of Florida. Through this effort,
our staff aimed to help return Hurricane Ian
survivors to living in their home while ongoing
repairs are able to be made. Through our
staff and partners, FLUMC has assisted 54
households. This included several roof
repairs, bathroom repairs, appliance
replacements, and more.

The initial goal of the program was to return
survivors to their home in a safe, sanitary, and
secure state while finding the resources and
support to complete total recovery. Many of
the households which were assigned to us
through the SHRC program are still working
with our case managers and are working
towards long-term recovery wholeness. 

We are grateful for our partnership with
Volunteer Florida and their work to support
disaster survivors of Hurricane Ian. The SHRC
program has been a success because of this
partnership, and we are happy to share that
we were a part of the first ever SHRC program
in the State of Florida. 
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North West District adds 32 new ERT Members to the team!

In recent years it seems the northwest district continues to be hit with no
notice storms and disasters. The conference found itself in a difficult
position having no actively badged ERTs in the district who would be
prepared to deploy in the area. 
Within the past year, Hurricane Idalia hit the Northwest district and a no
notice Tornado event ran through Tallahassee and surrounding areas.
Survivors were calling in for support, but volunteers were having to drive
far distances to help with done in a day type jobs. Disaster recovery
leadership saw this need in the district and began work to schedule and
gather volunteers to join the Early Response Team in the district. Thanks
to Rich Wilson, one of the Northwest district disaster response
coordinators, and Trinity UMC in Tallahassee for their work in building this
team together. 

The class was a success with 32 new ERT participants ready to deploy if
there is a need after a disaster. These ERTs will be ready to help within the
district, conference, and even outside of the Florida Conference if there is
a request from UMCOR. We are grateful for the opportunity to support
survivors in this way and continue to prepare for disasters during the blue
sky times. 
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ERT IN NORTH WEST



Assemble Disaster Relief Supplies: Tax Holiday August 24 - September 6th.

The state of Florida has announced a second tax holiday for disaster relief and
preparedness supplies from August 24 through September 6th. This month, be
sure to evaluate your home kit to see what might be missing and prepare to
order or purchase in stores. For a full list of items that will be tax free during this
time, visit the Florida Department of Revenue’s site.  Eligible items include
weather radios, carbon monoxide detectors, batteries, and more. 

The importance of preparation is seen more and more each year as disasters
become more frequent. Once you’ve made your disaster kit there are several
other steps you can take. These can include making a plan for yourself and your
loved ones, within or outside of your household. If able, preparing by engaging
as a volunteer with the Disaster Recovery Ministry is another great way to get
involved before a disaster. 

Another recommended activity is education of children, disasters are scary for
everyone, but children are often experiencing many firsts throughout disasters.
Talk through with your children what a hurricane is and how it could impact
them. Some great reading material and resources can be found through our
partner Stronger than the Storm. 

P A G E  F O U R  |  D I S A S T E R  R E C O V E R Y

BE PREPARED AND PROACTIVE

https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/2024/2024%20Disaster%20Preparedness%20Sales%20Tax%20Holiday%20-%20External%20FAQs%20-%20Sales%20and%20Use%20Tax%20Dealers.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/2024/2024%20Disaster%20Preparedness%20Sales%20Tax%20Holiday%20-%20External%20FAQs%20-%20Sales%20and%20Use%20Tax%20Dealers.pdf
https://strongerthanthestorm.com/books/
https://strongerthanthestorm.com/books/


EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Warren Willis Camp Serve Days: 
Join Us for Serve Days at Warren
Willis Camp: Serve, Grow, and Make
a Difference! Open to all school-age
and older, this is your chance to
support both the camp and disaster
recovery ministry. Registration
required. Help with maintenance and
get experience with ERT like work,
come be part of our monthly
mission!

August 24, 2024

Register Now
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Early Response Team Training

Harvest UMC - 8/10/2024
Registration closing 8/5

Lake Deaton UMC -
9/28/2024
ERTs: Share your photos with
us!

https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/AugustServiceDay
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingHarvestUMC
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingLakeDeaton
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingLakeDeaton
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ERTPhotosVideos
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/ERTPhotosVideos


CONNECT WITH US

Trish Warren
Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator
pwarren@flumc.org
8636885563 ext 148 

Krista Cornelius
Administrative Assistant
kcornelius@flumc.org
8636885563 ext 146 

Jill Hockin
Hurricane Ian Volunteer Coordinator
jhockin@flumc.org
813-763-2832

Rev. Tom Vencuss
Early Response Team Coordinator
tvencuss@flumc.org

Thank you for being a part of our ministry. Your support and engagement
mean the world to us! Here’s how you can reach out and stay in the loop:

Social Media
Follow us on our social media platforms for real-time updates, behind-the-scenes content,
and interactive discussions.

Facebook: Disaster Recovery Ministry - Florida Conference - United Methodist Church
Instagram: @flumcdisasterrecovery
LinkedIn: Disaster Recovery Ministry - The Florida Conference of The United Methodist
Chruch
TikTok: @flumc.dr
Website: https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/

Events and Webinars
Stay informed about upcoming events, webinars, and workshops. Mark your calendar and
join us for insightful sessions!
Events Calendar: flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events 

https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events.html
https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events.html

