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JOIN THE EARLY
RESPONSE TEAM
As the summer heats up and we are seeing
more and more severe weather, it is critical
that we have prepared and ready teams to
deploy when needed after a disaster. Even
before hurricane season, we received several
requests for Early Response Team
assistance, and now with the Atlantic more
active than ever, we need more ERTs to
support survivors. 

The purpose of an ERT is to provide a caring
Christian presence after a disaster. This can
be through listening to survivors, allowing
them to feel their anger and frustrations,
going through their personal items with them,
or doing hands on work like tarping, flood
clean out, and debris removal. 

Anyone eighteen years or older can join ERT
by taking the eight-hour UMCOR class.
UMCOR’s curriculum talks in depth on how
you should prepare as an ERT and how to
best support survivors as a representative of
the United Methodist church. There are
currently several scheduled, and we would
love to see you there. 

Visit flumc.org/ERT to find a class near you. 
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UMCOR GRANT AWARD
FLUMC Receives $849,000 to Continue Hurricane Ian Recovery Efforts

We are thrilled to announce that FLUMC has been awarded $849,000 to further our
Hurricane Ian recovery efforts, extending the program through August 2025. We
extend our deepest gratitude to the United Methodist Committee on Relief for their
unwavering support and commitment.
As we continue this vital work, we must also adapt to a significant reduction in staff.
We are incredibly thankful for the dedication and hard work our team has
demonstrated in the field. They have provided encouragement, engaged with the
community, and supported survivors in their time of need.
As we move into the next grant cycle, our project will continue with three volunteer
and construction coordinators and two team leaders handling the case management
aspect of recovery, all under the direction of the recovery coordinator. With this
change, the role of volunteers becomes even more crucial.
We are confident that this project will continue to support survivors healing from
Hurricane Ian, even two years after the initial impact. Volunteers will be essential to
our success, and their ongoing participation is vital. Additionally, we have a pressing
need for funding to support the work on clients' homes and other disaster response
projects. 
Together, we can make a significant difference in the lives of those affected. Your
support, whether through volunteering or financial contributions, is greatly
appreciated.
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https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/DisasterRecoverySupport


Assemble Disaster Relief Supplies: Be Proactive

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has provided detailed
instructions on assembling disaster relief supplies for distribution after a
disaster. It is crucial to be proactive in preparing these items before a disaster
strikes. Currently, we are requesting individual churches to create and
preposition kits at their facilities to distribute to the local community in case of
need after a storm. This can significantly reduce response times and support
other local churches if your specific church does not experience a need but a
nearby church does.

When creating kits to keep within the Florida Conference, there is no need to
include the donation requested by UMCOR. You may include items that may
expire (ex. toothpaste) —our teams and volunteers will ensure they are not
soiled before distributing them to survivors.

Visit our website to find links on how to create each type of UMCOR Disaster
Response kit.
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CREATE A KIT



UPCOMING EVENTS

Warren Willis Camp Serve Days: 
Service days are 8:00 AM -4:00 PM
 and will be led by an ERT member,
all participants school age and older
are welcome. 

June 29, 2024
July 27, 2024
August 24, 2024

Registrations can be found on our
website.
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Early Response Team Training 

Lakeland - 7/20/2024
Pasadena Community UMC -
8/3/2024
Harvest UMC - 8/10/2024

Register at FLUMC.ORG/ERT



CONNECT WITH US

Trish Warren
Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator
pwarren@flumc.org
8636885563 ext 148 

Krista Cornelius
Administrative Assistant
kcornelius@flumc.org
8636885563 ext 146 

Jill Hockin
Hurricane Ian Volunteer Coordinator
jhockin@flumc.org
813-763-2832

Rev. Tom Vencuss
Early Response Team Coordinator
tvencuss@flumc.org

Thank you for being a part of our ministry. Your support and engagement
mean the world to us! Here’s how you can reach out and stay in the loop:

Social Media
Follow us on our social media platforms for real-time updates, behind-the-scenes content,
and interactive discussions.

Facebook: Disaster Recovery Ministry - Florida Conference - United Methodist Church
Instagram: @flumcdisasterrecovery
LinkedIn: Disaster Recovery Ministry - The Florida Conference of The United Methodist
Chruch
TikTok: @flumc.dr
Website: https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/

Events and Webinars
Stay informed about upcoming events, webinars, and workshops. Mark your calendar and
join us for insightful sessions!
Events Calendar: flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events 

https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events.html
https://www.flumcdisasterrecoveryministry.org/training--events.html

