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Disaster Recovery Ministry Updates
The Disaster Recovery Ministry has
been working on several projects
these past few months that will allow
us to serve those in our communities
and beyond. Whether it is how the
Conference responded to the
devastation in Haiti, or training
volunteers to respond after a disaster
by being that caring Christian
presence a survivor needs during
their most difficult times.

on Church Disaster Plans, and by
assisting with asset surveys. The
asset survey will allow us to map our
churches and the assets they have to
assist our communities in the event
of a disaster. Those assets could be
cleanup kits (flood buckets), tarps, or
information on whether the church
would be willing to host volunteer
teams or provide a space for a Family
Reunification Center.

This year, we have hosted six Early
Response Team (ERT) Trainings.
These trainings were held at Hyde
Park United Methodist Church, First Coral Springs, First - Orlando, First Land O'Lakes, Riverside Camp, and
Warren Willis Camp. Our ERT
Trainers were able to certify 75
individuals during these classes.

The other team that has been
regularly meeting is our Disaster
Response Front Team (DRFT). This
team has been training through a
variety of hurricane simulations to
help them be better prepared to be
that initial team who responds after a
disaster. The DRFT will respond to
an area once they receive an
invitation from the District and after
search and rescue has been
completed. They are a support team
for the local church and assist in
determining whether there is a need
for ERTs.

We have also had two teams that
have continued meeting throughout
the year. Our team of District
Disaster Response Coordinators
(DDRC), are the connection between
the Conference and the Districts.
The volunteers in this role support
the churches by providing guidance

The morning of the earthquake in
Haiti, the Conference made the

decision to open a Haiti
Humanitarian Relief Fund. From that
fund, $17,000 has been sent to Haiti
to assist with urgent needs. These
have been for medical supplies and
assistance to rebuild some of the
hardest hit areas. The Conference
will continue providing aid, as the
work to rebuild continues.
One of the hardest pieces of gearing
up a new disaster response is
building relationships and
partnerships in the middle of the
chaos. Since March, Trish Hall, the
Conference Disaster Recovery
Partnership and Grants Manager, has
been working on just that- contacting
construction vendors, volunteer
housing entities and corporations to
build partnerships and preferred
vendor relationships. This database of
contacts will help improve the
Conference’s response in the
aftermath of the next storm, allowing
precious time to be spent ministering
to survivors and moving them along
the path of recovery faster than ever
before.

Upcoming Training Opportunities

UMCOR Connecting Neighbors
Zoom: November 9th at 12:00pm
Register by 8:00am November 8th by clicking here.
Church Covid-19 Vaccination Clinic Information
Zoom: November 12th at 12:00pm
Register by November 11th at 11:59pm by clicking here.
Refugee Resettlement with FLUMC and Church World Service
Zoom: November 15th at 12:00pm
Register by November 14th at 11:59pm by clicking here.

Warren Willis Serve
Retreat

Upcoming Events
The Disaster Recovery Ministry has
several events coming up in the
month of November.
First, consider joining us for an
UMCOR Connecting Neighbors
overview. This curriculum is intended
for broad use by dedicated volunteers
willing and able to facilitate
workshops and webinars with the
goal of inspiring congregations and
communities to be better able to
minimize disaster-caused harm to
people and property and to respond
to our neighbors in helpful,
cooperative and caring ways on
behalf of the church and in the spirit
of Jesus Christ. This Zoom will take
place on November 9th from 12:00pm
– 1:00pm. Click the link below to
register. The deadline to register is
November 8th at 8:00am.
Registration can be found here.
Then, on November 12th, we will be
hosting an information session for
churches who may be interested in
hosting a Covid-19 vaccination event.

This Zoom will provide participants
with information on how to request a
clinic, the requirements of the
church, what to expect the day of,
and provide an opportunity for
questions to be answered. The
deadline to register is November 11th
at 11:59pm. Registration can be found
here.
Finally, The Florida Conference of
The United Methodist Church and
Church World Service invite you to
learn how your church can support
refugee resettlement. Church World
Service has 23 refugee and
immigration offices spread across 17
different states. These offices provide
services to newly arrived refugees
and immigrants, helping them to
integrate into local communities, find
jobs and learn the necessary skills to
support their new life in the United
States. Many of these offices are
managed through partnerships with
local organizations. This Zoom will be
November 15th from 12:00pm –
1:00pm. The deadline to register is
November 14th at 11:59pm.
Registration can be found here.

Contact Information
Trish Warren
Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator
450 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
Lakeland, Florida 33815 USA

Trish Hall
Disaster Recovery Partnership & Grants
Manager
450 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
Lakeland, Florida 33815 USA

office: (863)688-5563 ext. 148
mobile: (863)661-4939
email: pwarren@flumc.org

office: (863)688-5563 ext. 303
mobile: (315)717-8641
email: thall@flumc.org

Our Conference youth will be
spending a weekend at Warren Willis
to learn how to serve in our
communities and beyond. They will
explore our relationships with our
neighbors, seek the best way to be
the hands and feet of Christ in the
world, and how we can partner with
UMC initiatives to serve our
community at large. One of their
workshops will be filling 200 UMCOR
Cleaning Kits (flood buckets!). This
will allow us to replenish some of the
inventory that was depleted during
the 2021 hurricane season.
A wishlist has been created, and can
be accessed here.

Surfside
The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR), the Conference’s
biggest partner and funder in
Disaster Recovery Ministry, awarded
a $10,000 Solidarity Grant to support
the Conference’s response to the
Surfside Condo Collapse. These grant
funds, along with over $52,000 in
church and individual donor support,
allowed the Conference to report the
following stats in their Final Report
that was submitted in October:
Assisted 103 Individuals from 44
families who survived the collapse
Assisted 142 individuals with
family members who perished in
the collapse
Hosted/coordinated 80
volunteers who gave 264 hours
between 7/1-7/23 at the Family
Assistance Center
Continues to work with LTRGs in
Miami-Dade County to assist
those still recovering from this
event.

